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THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 

SPEECH 

OFTHB 

MARQUIS WELLESLEY, 

ON THE MOTION OF 

EARL FITZWILLIAM, 



On Friday, the Slst ofJanmry, EARL FITZWILLIAM 
mfiide a motion, that the House of Lords should resohe 
itself into a Committee, ^^ to take into consideration the 
present state qf Ireland" . 

MARQUIS WELLESLEY sai<^ that the subject, 
which had been presented to the attention of their 
(Lordships was worthy to engage it. The state . of 
the afiaira of, Ireland was so intimately connected with the 
genecal prosperity and strength of the empire, that the 
h^editacy eounsdfers of the crown could nev^r be 
employed more usefully to their Sovereign, or to 1h^ 
Country, than in exiaimining the situation of Ireland, 
her resources, ber iii^eiiMd> Adsikustration, her hap^ 

B 
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piness and welfare^ and above all^ the croncKdon of 
the great body of her population. But' although these 
topics must ever be {^es^nt to their, minds, the ancient 
usage, and established practice of Parliament required, 
that their Lordsliips should consider deliberately the 
msmiier, and the season^ in which this Inquiry wis-pressed 
upon them. Thei magnitude and importance of the 
questions prppps^d, their ger^er^ cl|iim tp attention, 
would not induce that House to enter hastily into the 
Committee, without previously adverting to the professed 
motives and objects of. the intended inquiry, to the pro- 
bable consequences of its progress,and toits ultimate result. 
Nor wpuld their Lordships advance one step in the course 
recommended by the Noble Earl,*^ until they should have 
carefully examined what might be the operation of their 
vote upon the strength and honour of the Executive 
government in if ekmd, n^n the due administratioa of the: 
law in that country ; upon the law itself; how tke^ttin* 
persC the people and of cootending parties m^fht be 
moved by this pvooeedsng^ and what inightf be the in* 
Aienee of ll|e Noble EarlV ftroposition, evjen Mp«it> tine 
if«^ point of bis idlieitude^tke interesting caused tlif 
Aoi]b«ft OatMics of IrekuMl. 
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' The ftrst ground, oh which the Noble Eaai had rested, 
was the supposed liiiscondact of the Executive aditniuis- 
tration in Ireland, and the necessity of censuring itsacts^ 
and of arresting its career, in an alleged course of violence 
and injustice. 

. What had he {]ilaced in the front of this great argu* 
ment ? A vague report from a newspaper of that mom- 
log, imputing to an officer of the Irish government some 
interference iu the return of the pannel of a jury. Until 
he (Lord W.) entered the House, this report had not 
reached him, and even if it had fsillen under his observa- 
tion, in a {cTtn so unauthentic, he would not have deemed 
it of sufficient importance to constitute the ground of any 
proceeding ir that Assembly. But from further enquiry, 
he found that the Court of King's Bench in Ireland, 
after solemn deliberation, had actually dismissed the 
complmnt on which the Noble E^l rested this important 
branch of his proposition : nor was there any reason to 
lipprehend, that any other circumstance in the trial now 
dependifig before that Court had afforded a just motive of 
alarm for the safety of any principle of justice, of law, ot 
^f the Constitution. Neither tJte dignity of the Noble 
Earl's character coyld*admit of any further attention oti 
his part to that ground of his motion ; nor could their 
Lordships deem such a transaction to be a sufficient 
B 2 
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eiiuse for entering into the proposed inquiry> without any 
authentic fact^ without even any. public rumour of crimi-t 
uality, and with the knowledge, that the Ck>urt of Kill's 
Bench in Ireland had dismissed from its bar, as trivial 
' and groundless, the charge on which the Noble Earl 
required their Lordships to proceed to a Conunittee of 
Inquiry. 

From this particular charge, the Noble Earlhadadvanc- 
ed to a more gei&eral and enlarged accusation, and had 
imputed to the Irish Government a perversion of the 
law of Ireland, for the criminal purpose of obstructiiig 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland in the exercise, of the 
sacred right of petition : and this accusation was to form 
a principal object of inquiry in the Committee proposed 
to their Lordships. If any reasonable ground of sus* 
picion had exbted to justify an apprehension that the 
government of Ireland had presumed to interfere between 
the subject and the crown, or between the people and the. 
Parliament ; or had dared^to prevent or to embarrass thc^^ 
legitimate right of petition ; to prejudge the merits of 
any petition ^ or to affix the authority of the hivd Laeu** 
tenant to any opinion upon the claims of the Roman 
Catholics; then indeed inquiry would . have been indis- 
pensable ; and if the charge could have been .substantia- 
jte^^ their Lordships must have a4^esse4 th^ tbrope^j^, 
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the removal of a government, so unfit for its high trust. 
But no impediment had been opposed in Ireland to the 
right *of petitioning the Crown or Parliament; no 
vestige could be traced of a project so arbitrary and des^ 
perate, in any act of the government, in any argument 
of the Law officers of the Crown, in any opinion or deci- 
sion of the Courts of Law. The question had not involv- 
ed the right of petitioning, or the merits of the claim of 
the Catholics ; it had arisen merely upon the form and 
constitution of a particular description of assembly of the 
people ; and upon the application of the provisions of the 
Statute Law of Ireland to that form and constitution. 
The right of petitioiiing could not have been denied, for 
it had not even been argued 5 that great constitutional 
privilege was not now even a matter of argument; it was 
placed beyond the reach of all question ; but even that 
exalted privilege was to be exercised according to law ; 
in Ireland, according to the law of Ireland: and the 
question at issue in Ireland had been, not whether the 
Roman Catholics should freely petition the Crown or 
Parliament, not whether their claims were just, but 
whether the description of assembly, which they had 
elected, and in which they met, was conformable to the 
law of the land : upon this question, solemnly argued, 
the decision of the Court of King's Bench in Ireland was 
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directly in favour cf that construction of the Statute Law 
of Ireland, which the Lord Lieutenant and Council had 
enforced by proclamation, with the advice of. all the Law 
Officers of the Crown, and for which the Law Officers of 
the Crown had contended at the bar of justice. 

In the name^ of his Majesty's servants, on the 
part of the Irish government^ and of its respectable 
and honourable advisers. Lord Wellesley denied every 
part of the Noble Earl's' charge. The Irish govern- 
ment was not authorised to question or to obstruct the 
right of petition, or to touch the claims of the Catholics. 
The Irish government had not attempted any such 
violence : such an attempt would have been repugnant to 
every sentiment of the honest heart of the Noble Duke, 
who represented His Majesty in Ireland, and who would 
have repudiated, with indignation, any instruction or 
advice tending to interpose his noble name and high 
authority between the people of Ireland, aqd their gra- 
cious Sovereign, or the Legislatufe of the United kingdom. 
The ^person, who held the h^est confidential. charge 
under the Noble Duke in Ireland (aod in that person's 
honour and fi^me Icord Wellesley naturally felt : a 
cordial and afiectiQnate interest,) was too well ground- 
ed in the principle^ of the Constitution, and in ha« 

* The Right I^n. W. Welleslby Pole. 
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bitt erf revcrehcefct the law; too deeply interested in 
^{Hfosperky of Irelaad and affectionately attached to 
-ber weltoe, to advise any viols^n <rf the rights or liber- 
ties of the people of Ireland* — ^TTiat person was also of a 
^rmness of mind^ and a fortitude of spirit^ that would 
never decHne a resolute assertion of tlie laws of has coun- 
try. In fact, the government of Ireland had committed 
no. crime and no eritw, unless the firm and temperate 
assertion- of the law of the land was criminal or erro^ 
neous« 

The Act, denominitted the Convention Act in Ireland, 
was a law of prevention, founded on long and perilous 
experience. The object of the l«w was to prevent the 
formation of a peculiar description of assembly, which 
eiqperiqice had proved to be dangerous; unnecessary^ 
for Ae representation to the Cnown or to Pariiament of 
any just or legitimate popular grievance; calculated 
exclnsivefy for mischief; a proper organ of disorder ; k 
ready instrument of confusion ; hxit useless and un- 
'Tnanageri>le for any good, honest, or lawful purpose. 
Tim law does not inquire, whut may be <he object of the 
convention, to be ascertained by its previously declared 
puipose, or hy its acts when convened ; the act of 
election, the act of meeting in such an assembly, 
for whatever purpose, are the crimes prohibited by 
this statute* The criminalii^tention, the ^^maJm anmus/* 
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is by this law plainly declared to be^ the intention <i 
forming such an ^assembly as llie statute describes* 
The government of Ireland therefore wa;s not , <mlf 
authorised, but required by . law to prevent the election 
of such a^ assembly, or if elected, to disperse its meet- 
ing, and to prosecute all persons, who had violated the 
statute, either at such election, or in such assembly* . ' 

The policy both of the statute, and of the proceeding rf 
the government of Ireland has been arraigned* These 
points could not form the question upon the Noble Earji's 
argument. But Lord Wellesley approved the policy of 
the statute, and thought that the Lord Ideutenant was 
well advised, when his Qrace enforced it. The 
enforcement of the statute was salutary, not only 
for the tranquillity of Ireland, but for the p^uliar 
interests of the Roman Catholic cause. He ren^em-* 
bered some of the early conventions in Ireland, of wbiiA 
the experience had led to the enactment of this law. At 
the distant period of 1783, in the administration of 
the Earl of Northington, (although opposed in parlia- 
ment to the government! of that day,) he had in 
Ireland resisted the establishment of a convention, and his 
conduct had been sanctioned by the applause of Mr. Fox, 
then Secretary of State. Lord Wellesley had ^ways con* 
tinned, to disapprove this description joj^ assembly^ an^ 
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lad ccmcurred most tx)fdially in the wise policy of the^ 
Irish statute of 1793, which was intended to prohibit the 
fonnation of all such assemblies, and to protect the tran- 
quillity <rf the country from the precarious chance of the 
proceedings of a body, which could not even be constitu- 
ted without a Eolation of the established order of the 
state, and which could not act without danger to regular 
authority. The very e^tence of such a body was peril- 
ous I its acts, if otherwise innocent, must be injurious to 
publie order, because they must tend to disturb the re- 
spect which is due alone to the lawful Sovereign and Legis- 
lature of the realm. 

The law, therefore, which was of general application, 
equally afflicting Protestants and Catholics, was a wise 
and salutary statute, of preventive policy. It was prudent 
in the government of Ireland to enforce it, more espe- 
cially against a plan of Catholic convention, which could 
not be carried into efiect without aggravated danger to the 
country, nor advance one step without aggravated mis- 
chief to the Roman Catholics themselves. 

How was this salutary law carried into execution?— 
WnsDO warning voice heard from the executive power in 
Ireland? Was no friendly admoi^tion uttered, before the 
strong hand of the law was" extended to vindicate the 
lOi^ and the Country against the assailants of public 
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order? Their Ixnrdships should knovr, tiot the Lord-LAen^ 
tenant had abstaioed^ with a degree of ibrbeafance^ veiig* 
iog upon ix»liscretion^ from &e exereise of his legal 
p6werB^ until the intention of electnig and of iconvening 
the assembly, prchihited by the statute, was pfaoniy avow- 
ed« Even then, the first step taken was a. prifrate aod 
most amicable admcMoition to the leaders of di^ Caihdk 
body, apprising them of the illegality of the <!:ourse wiotfh 
ihey w^e pursuing^ and, at the same iScme^ intimat&ag tiw 
deterii^ination of the government to enforde the law. Thi$ 
admonition having proved ineffectaal, a proclamation was 
issued by the government, declaring . the law, and am- 
nouncing an intention to execute its provisions*^*— The 
elections to the proposed assembly proceeded ; the v^ 
ktion of the law continued; and the government of 
Ireland found no alternative, but to sufier. the law 
to be violated with impunity, or to disperse the Convene 
tion, under the provisions of the Act of 17^ and |o 
prosecute, at the bar (rf the King's Bench, diepersom 
concerned in violating that act* The» followed the pro^ 
ceedings at that bar; theit Lordships would be instmcted 
by studying those proceedings: th/eiy wouU admire the 
ipowerfol eloquence of the Irish bar, wd the teanung^ 
temper, fimmess, and dignity, of thai most respectable^ 
yucey aoEid aprigfat Court, wfaieh had sasttioiiedf, by a 
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K>l:em& aod uttaAimouii'ju^lQeDt, ^he legality of the acts 
of th^ £x£€tttiire'goverQmejp^ ip Irdaad^ and had estab- 
Iu5b«d the law^^ which the Lord Lieutenant had vindi^ 
cated, by proclaBoation, by the interference of the mag'is- 
tracy, and by public prosecution. 

Wh«re> m the whole couwe of this transaction, could 
^ Noble EfSLvl find a resting-place £01* his accusation ? 
Neither in the original object jof the law of I7^j nor 
in its letteTi nor in its spirit, nor in the candojur and 
d^arn^sft with which its provisions were explained and 
declarec^ nor in the moderation and -lenity with which 
they were ultimately and reluctantly enforced, nor ii^ 
the unanimous judgment of the court of King's Bench, 
confirming the. just interpretation of the law, after long 
and assiduous argument, and patient and solemn trial. 

Where was the semblance of a suspicion, that tl^ 
right of petition had been invaded ? Were not all the 
legitimate, accustomed channels of petitioning open^ 
ftee, ^asy of access, and ready^ even with the aid 
ci his Majesty's representative in Ireland, to speed 
the prayers and wishes of his people to the foot of his 
ThrcHie, and to Uie bar of his Parliament? Was every 
channel of petitioning dishonourable, excepting that 
which was unlawful? Was it undignified to address Par- 
Uameat^ exciting through a m^ook Parliament, formed 
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in contempt of the law, and "whose very constitatioii 
would insult the legislature, which it affected ^opetition t 
Their Lordships could not admit, that on these points the 
Noble Earl had established any justification of his pro- 
posed inquiry. 

Had the Noble Eafl proved, that the government of 
Ireland had endeavoured to fruistrate the claims of the 
Catholics, or to prejudice the cause of that respectable 
body, by checking the precipitate career of those who 
managed, or rather mismanaged that great cause in Ire^ 
land? No greater injury could be oflfered to th^ cause, 
than by presenting it to the Sovereign, or to theJegisla- 
ture, in the odious form of a wanton violation of the law, 
an outrage upon the legal authority of the crown and the 
state, and an insult upon the established government of 
the realm. The greatest enemy to the Roman Catholics 
of Ireland could not clothe their petition in a garb more 
repulsive. An illegal Convention was not the natural 
parent of a respectful petition. The Lord Lieute- 
nant, therefore, had acted most amicably towards 
the • Catholics, as well as most prudently towards the 
State, when His Grace had advised their leaders to relin- ' 
quish the insane project of petitioning by convention, and 
to resort to the ancient ways of the law and Constitution, 
consecrated by the usage of ages, and leading to the 
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venerable fabric of liberty and order. The government of 
Ireland also deserved well of the Catholics for having 
enforced the law against their leaders, and for having by 
law abolished an assembly, which could not have con- 
tinued, without exciting just alarm in every loyal and pa- 
triotic breast, and without involving the general cause of 
the Catholics in the character of that representative body, 
to^ which they had entrusted their aflairs. 

But if their Lordships should agree to the Committee 
on the ailment of the Noble Lord, they must be pre- 
pared to declare that this plan of a convention was not 
only legal, but laudable and meritorious. 

Some persons were of opinion, that the Roman Catho- 
lics oc^ht to be admitted to sit and vote in Parliament, 
Mid to every other advantage enjoyed by Protestants ; but, 
in the interval, were their Lordships inclined to sanction, in 
place of the protestant Pariiament of Ireland, an assem- 
bly of the Rooian Catholic nobility, prelacy, gentry, and 
Commons, to sit publicly in Dublin, and to debate and 
resolve upon all subjects of law, government, politics, 
andreligk>n? Would their Lordships declare, that this 
^as an excellent institution, calculated to preserve th^ 
peace of Ireland, and to maintain the laws and establish- 
ments in that country in Churchabd State inviolate, whila 
«e aboul^ be employed on* this side of ^ the C^fumjel 
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in deliberatiog upon theTeiftectfttl psdtioa^' which that 
Hi^h Council might be pitased to certify^ and transmit 
for our approbation ? 

. Their Lordships could not agree to the Committee^ 
when the sanction of these illegal c<myentiOf» was pire-» 
sented as a principal object of the Noble Earl's propo^ 
9al. Justice to the gOTernment of Ireland^ justice to 
the interests of Ireland, and above all, justice to th^ 
Roman Catholics of Ireland, precluded the possibility of 
yiielding to the Noble Earl in this part of the question* ,% 

From his animadversions on the conduct of tiie gp« 
vernment of Ireland, the Noble Earl had passed to th« 
more important objects of the proposed Committee,-^to 
consider the condition of the Roman Catholics of belanill 
their, claim on the justice of Parliament; and the neces- 
sity of proceeding to the immediate removal of the dvS 
disabilities of which they cocQplained. . ■. 

' L(»'4 Well«sley*declared, that he i^furoached. tli^ iiH 
teresting cause of the Ronum Catholks, with a soltotudd 
for its success which could not be surpassed, eveil by 
the ardour of the Noble %%x\.^ From the jQrst da?wn of his 
reason, to the present hour, ,hic^ ann^t)^ fiir the efii»;tea} 
xelief of the Rcmutn Catholics of bdand had been thf 
warm sentiment of his heart, confirmed and amjOBtedhgr 
successive experience and reflection, and hf the ddibe<f' 
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x^ exetfi9^€i hk ja^ment^ not unaccustomed to the* 
prapticsd consideration of great afibirs of state : He was 
born^ bred^ and educated in these principles of rational 
lilberality, equally remote from intolerant bigotry, and 
from licentious disiregard of established order. He had 
always supported every former proposal for the relief of 
the Rpman Catholics : If for a moment, in a period of 
p^aliar and extraordinary embarrassment, he had sus- 
pe^Plded the active exertion of his opinions on this sub- 
ject, the suspense had been to him most painful and irk- 
soQie $ it had been occasioned merely by a conviction, 
thftt mor^ danger was to be apprehended to the Roman 
Catholics, and tQ. the state, from a premature attempt 
to oi^e their just claim, than from a prudent delay of 
ihat^clami, in subikiissioa to the character and circum-^ 
^nces of the ttittes. 

. It was necessary, however, to e^lain distinctly the 
foiindationa and limits of his opinions on the claim of the 
Roman Catholics, because te apiH^ehended, that he did 
not agree with any of ttie declared champions in this con- 
flict.. : 

'J The .heat of the contention luid exaggerated and dis- 
torted ibeinse? and natuial charaeter of this question on 
iMh sides' ctftlK'ar^iBient, 
, On the part of the Roman Catholics, the claim had 
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been amied with all the tdolence and tertor of indlsput^ 
able right, spurning all accompan^mg condition, all pre- 
vious consideration, all provident, amicable delay. 

Hie demand issued forth in the array of War, and no 
alternative appeared, but submission or battle. 

On the other side, every delay of a peremptory sentence 
of eternal exclusion was represented, as perilous to- our 
civil, and nearly sacrilegious towards our religious establish- 
ments ; all conditions were ridiculed, as nugatory or im- 
. possible; all previous consideration was deprecated^- as, 
an artful plot formed to inflame the expectations and de- 
mands of the C£itholics> and to damp the zeal of the de- 
fenders pf our establishments in Church ^d State. 

The restraint imposed by statute on the Roman Catho- 
lics was asserted to be in itself a positive good ; a vene- 
rable and sacred institution; it was consecrated as* an 
essential article of our Faith ; not a safeguard to be re- 
spected and preserved, merely for the temporary secimty 
of the altar, but the very altar and ark of our religipn* 

These excesses were violent and irradond. Tlie arga* 
ment must be disarrayed, and brought down from thife 
pomp and ostentation of right on one side, and frcmi the 
intempenrte fury of bigotted passion on- the others aii4 
the path of discretion must be sought between the \es^ 
tremes of z«al. •' '^''- ^^^-^ "^ ^''> •'^ ,,...^ ^.-s ..^ 
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His noble Mend (Earl of Aberdeen^) (for whom^ from 
grateful remembrance of revered friendship and of inde- 
lible afiectidn, he entertained a sincere regard ; and whose 
excellent speech would have delighted the kind heart of 
the illustrious Statesman,* under whose tutelary care be 
had been educated) luid most justly said^ that the question 
upon the claim of the Roman Catholics^ was a mere ques- 
tion of state expecKenby. 

This was a correct view of that great and important 
question^ and Lord WeUesley expressed his entire con- 
"canreUce in that part of his noble friend's sentiments. * 

.Toleration is the intermediate point between persecu- 
tion and encouragement. The precise limits of the prin- 
dples of persecution^ of toleration^ and of encourage- 
ment^ cannot^ however^ be accurately drawn by any ab- 
stract definition. These boundaries cannot otherwise be 
ascertained^ than by reference to the relative situations 
of the parties^ and to the circumstances of the times^ and 
to the Condidon of the state. 

One maxim is. clear and undeniable ; that every state / / 
possesses a right to restrain whatever is dangerous to its ' \ 

security : No sect>.no individual^ can assert as a claim ci 
jight.aj^inst the state^ the relaxaticm of any restraint, pt 

• Mr. Pitt. 
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whicU fte continuance is required for the safety of the 
community* 

On the other hand^ every restraint, eKcliiding any 
description of the subjects of any state finoiii the enjoy- 
ment of advantages generally possessed by the community^ 
is in itself a positive evil; an evil which can widely o^ 
justly be endured, so long only as the probable danger 
to be apprehended from its removal, shall evidently ex- 
tteA Ae certain misi^ief of its continiiancc. 
• The restraint now existing upon tlie Roman Catholics 
iS| therefore, in itself a positive cvil^ an imperfi^ction iii 
die fruqe of the empire : the question is, whether thi9 
apecial and particular imperfectic^n, which separates one 
great brandi ci the pe<^le from tlie common benefits of 
the general oonstitutioDy is a necessary evil^ which must 
be sustained for the universal safety of the whole Em-' 
pire. 

No community can be warranted by justice or policy, 
in extending such restraints beyond the strict limits of 
necessity; if real dangier requires this sacrifice of the im- 
partial and parental spirit of any state towards all its sub- 
jectSy that State, however reluctantly, must hold to such 
festraintSy as the necessary means of f 

How does this reasoning apply t 
Roman Catholics of Ireland ? What 
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for continuing the restraint of which they complain ? Is 
no mischief felt from its continuance ? What danger is 
dreaded f rokn its removal ? What is the j>robabIe balance 
of peril between its continuance and its removal? 

Lord Wellesley declared, that in his judgment, tlie 
mischief of continuing this system of restraint greatly 
dverbdlanded any danger which could be a|^rehended 
from reverting to the itiore liberal, more mild, more be- 
nignant, and auspicious policy, which had adorned the 
earlier periods of his M^esty's reigii. The original 
tf^verity of the p^nal laws^ was directed agsdnst the Ro- 
mafi Catholics rather as the kcfown instruments and abet- 
tors of the system of arbitrary Power at that era, than 
as the sectaries of a^ pcitculiar religious &ith. The Papist 
abcccfssion to the British throne was dreaded, as tlie (cer- 
tain destruction of our liberties and laws ; as well as of 
the independence and freedom of £uro|>e ; our ecclesias- 
tical establishment wass inseparably blended with tHe foutl'- 
dations of our limited monarchy, and of out civil rights ; 
and a buln'ark was {brraed by the admirable connection of 
the who' of our constitution, which hod proved 

ipref every assault of domiestib or fordgn 

.K-.. hips^ of time, the ^ridual asid prqgres- 

-friVL- _il^ 'esj hlive removed the alarm rf ^*^ . 

c3 



'ii 






//. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



20 



^ 



cA 






/? 



^dvifihi ' 



a Papbt successor to the'Crown,' or of a Papist cottibina- 
tion for' the introduction of arbitrary power. 

The Bcwnan Catholics of Ireland have not been viewed 
by the legislature, as the ready instruments of ruin to 
our established constitution. Why have they beenad* 
ihitted to the benefits which they now enjoy ? Why were 
they relieved from the ignominy of disherison ? admitted 
to the rights of property, to the elective franchise, to the 
bar, to the army, to various other advantages ? Has the 
benevolence of the state rashly opened to them the por- 
tals of a constitution, of which they are believed to be the 
sworn foes ? Have tliey been permitted to approach so 
cl6sely to the throne and altar, under conviction of 
a traitorous conspiracy to destroy both ? 

Their Lordships must remember what has been already 
granted to the Roman Catholics, before a just estimate 
can be formed of the effect, either of withholding or of 
conceding what remains under restraint. 

Do the Roman Catliolics of Ireland now possess no 
political power ? No person acquainted with that country 
would deny that they possess a large, almost a predomi- 
^ht share of political power in Ireland. 

This fact afforded matter of deep reflection : it most 
be the policy of every wise state, to connect all descrip- 
tions of persons^ possessing political power^ with the 
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gcnenll 'frame of the comtiiiinky, to mix iand blend their 
individual pursuits with' the common interests of the 
state, and to attach them by the powerful ties of honour- 
able ambition and honest gain to the established order oT 
the government. » i. : • : . ' j 

A body," possessing great political power, but separat- 
ed from the state by special^ exclusions and restraints ; 
individual ambition extinguished; individual interest' 
abridged ; uninfluenced by the government ; exercising 
aifi influence, which 'the government can heiflier extend, 
nor diminish ; dissociated from all the estabHshnifents, 
civil, military, and religious, but yet holding an intrinsic 
weight, which occasionally presses upon every establish- 
ment;^—^ — ^what rtitist be the q>eration of such a body 
upon the frame of any stirte ? It must be prejudicial to ' 
public order and tranquillity, because its action is not 
coincident with the ordinary mbvement of the state, not ' 
regulated by the same^prlneiples, nor touched and moved 
* by the same means,' nor directed to the same ends. 

It woiild apipear to be wisdom in any state to endeavour 
to assorfate such a body with the 'ordinary operations of 
the established government, by infusing the same princi-* 
pies of connection, wbicb unite ^d harmonise aH &e ' 
parts of the community, atid which form the peculiar 
strength and beauty of the British Constitution. It was 
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]^t so x^xj^ch a naestion wbfther ad4)(^^l poetical ppiwer 
should be given to th^ Roman CathoUc$ of Ireland, as- 
whether they should now be f efus^ tho;se appen4?£es to 
tbeir present political p9^er> w^ich would identify its 
exercise with the interests of the state^ and would con<^ 
stitute the bonds and pledges of attachment to tljie go^ 
venunent^ and the ties of union with the Commpnwealth. 
The action^ and force of our happy constitution depends 
upon a similar principle^ wb^ck combine^ individual in^ 
terests in the general preservation of order, and mixes 
and blends each part in the harmony of the whole. It 
is a wild theory to suppose, th^t the balance of thp Bri- 
tish Cons^tution i^ m^ntajned merely by the mutual 
check and collision of th^ great brai^phi^ of political 
ppwer, of which it is composed. Th^ result of such a 
scheme n^u^t hp either perpetu^ discprd and disorder, or 
the total sta^Ei^tion of the vital powers of the govern- 
ment, and the iiiactionand final decay pf th^ >yhole ^s- 
tem. But thi^ conflict is prcYented by the ip^tervf ption of 
individual interests; witho)ii]^ iiiyjuripg the principles pf 
monarchy, aristoc^aicy, and d^fnpcracy, which constitute 
th§ foundations of the gpy^rnpo^pt, t;he mildness of o^r 
lawa» and th^e cbaniiCt^ of qui? oatio];! l^ve t^mp^ri^ 
tMe apparj^ntly discordant loat^nals into a system of 
tb^ most r^gi^air and unjfoi^nji acti9n. 
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The Hoiise of Lords is connected with tUe House of 
€omxiioi»^ with the People, and with the Crown^ by 
many ties of coimnon interest, mitigating the theoretical' 
notion of anstocracy, which has been described as the 
•die constituent principle 0f this Assembly. In the con* 
stitution of the House of Commons, the same tempenn 
ture may be obsenred y and even the Imperial Crowh of 
these reahns is intimately blended with the interests of 
ti» nobility, of the gentry, and of the people. The 
great principles <rf the ce»stitution are, in fact, to 
be traced in the £rame o! each branch <^ the Le- 
gisUture^ as well as in the combination of the whole ^ 
lihd the happy hitermisfture of individual interests, 
the common right of the wfacdfe people to a par- ^^ 
ticipation in all the honours and advdmtages of the 
state, sac the vital energies^ the soul and spiiit of Ihe 
^tish 6onstitutkm. The present conditiba of the-' 
Boman Catholics of Irdand is anomalous^ib ^h Con- 
stitution, and wpapimn. to the poHcy of aaoiy ^ise State* 
lWrest]aint,w]»chst^existiy cements atni embofies 
dfacontent, i^hout impairing the fixic^ or activity of 
political power. Perhaps the restraint itself ten<fe to 
increase tite power of the body on which it mtSy by con- 
centrating its entire energy in, a narrow space^^yfid^ by 
precIu^0gAeinteipositioa of as^ collateral utter^st, or 
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influence; -T^a Rdman Catholics of Irelaad "are now 
bound together by, these impolitic restraints,' in, a distinct 
Opmmunity, natufally adverse to the Establishment 
/" jf which excludes them. Removi5; this restraint, and you 

^ dissolve. the tiesicf disAontent^f ymi disperse .^ 9tnti« 

m/entsof disaffection^; . and you jintroduce the powerful 
nwtives of individual >nter^t;,*tQ cciunteract aiiy com^ 
nation against an JSl^hli^ment, Which bfiers so many 
immediate advantagSRs Of emolument and honour. The 
danger to the Protestant Establishitient in Ireland is now 
considerable, and must increase with the natural aug«» 
mentation of the power and wealth of the Roman Ca« 
tholics, and with the necessary augmentation <tf their 
discontent, under "the protracted continuance of this in-.^ 
vidious system of exclusion. ! ' 

Their incren?ing property in land and commercial 
wealth, their increasing numbers in the army and at the 
bar, their increasing influence of every description, 
while they shall reroaiii an alienated and distinct com* 
munity, must be formidal)le to the Establishment, which 
perseveres in rejecting their solicitations for admissioQ 
into its bosom." 

Their compacted strength must be directed against the 
Protestant Establishment, until a better policy shall in- 
pojrpprate the Roman Catholie interests with dife Pr9» 
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oQoie JudgM «id Cbanoellors |«— tdd these extmvsgttnt 
desiKsweie deemed certain proofs of hostility a^nst 
tfus 9tate. because they wished to senre the Cioiro^ 
they must intend to destroy it : th^ ooxAA not desire to- 
^ refci^b'^ Seatsyilbv any other purpose than to overcrow 

tiifti^toM* They were peimitted to hxAi c^mmbsion» 
Sn the army I they had served with valour^ and glory;- 
shed Iheir blood in^ the e^iise of their King and Country; 
heheld the iiisf»ring example of l^eir own native coun* 
icymeii^' teading British armies against the cconmoii' 
en^Mn^y, and sarresting the progress d France in the full 
earc^ o€ her fury ; and they were mfeeted wkh the 
ei^imnel ambition of desiring to emulate the* iBustrbus^ 
sons of Ireland^ under' whdm they hid fought, fmd bled^' 
and conquered; of hoping^ ultimately^ to direct the 
armies' i» which they hadso ^mot^ly served; and tO' 
devote t£^ theur country, ii^ the coRHn^d of her troops^' 
those attaitunentsi, whi<^ they had lab^ruiusly acquired ift- 
Ae suhaltem branches of her semce. 

W^e these unreasonable or inordinate desires ? Ww 
this cfimiftisi ambition ^ 

These wii»hes were the most substantial^ proefe that the 
Reman Cathoiies entertained a true estimate of the value 
of the concessions whicb bad already been masde to tb^^ 
inda justsenseef theCoitotittttioMl use of Aosd'adt^n*.- 
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ti^9. W^ it to be a]||;ae4i, tbftt because the Bos^aa^ 
Catb<4i^s wejpe sensibly to the same emotions t>( boooiur* 
able ainbit^Da an4 pubUc gloryi which similar causes^ 
aii4 ^Q^ilar '^^ti^QSj had raised ia all other breantfi^* 
they must have conspired the usui^tion of the govern*' 
ment pf their counti^y* Th^ Legislature itself had ex- 
cited these i^e^^ments ; they ^re the natural fruits of' 
fqpoer c^^|[;s^5)ivs.r-*Qeca|ase tj^e Iwegislature had halted 
in ^ts, c<;>\>!lf ^» ai^^ hid , np^ pursi^ed with stf a^dJnessr the - 
pt^ff^^W polijQy X^ g^i^erosity to the CathoUps, in;t C^^ 
which it had advance4 so far^ w§s it j.u^^ to r^pirqve tbe«3t t 
f(^t the Pisqe^My efl^ct of a powqrfiijl cau$e> which thi5y 
hid 9pt q^inat^> and which they eoi^d not qpnit?x>iil I 

Lcjrd W^^fcjj thprefore^ q^ld.npt censure th^ soli- - 
ci^e pf the RwMP. Catholics tp pbtaia thofiie additional * 
a^WAteg^s, which UjSttiiE^ grfw QU% of pa^j^ eotjce^- 
sioMs and which Wjcire sdmost the neo^sary result of* 
fofmei; giljts. ^rom this di^pp^itippj he inferred up defect 
o? gr^tltud^, priH^cess^pfeitp^tftl^qio. The sentwaaejai thjiw 
displayed by the Roman Catholics was impla(M^ in ;^ 
hw)gn h^^ and; c^agenial ^. tfep Sfftrit of ^vj^ryfr^e 
Cpn^tM^^i^. 

'fhe Nf^le E%rl w<»jl4 thus p^^Jv$, th^t lord Wei- t 
l€¥ilsj'« fgiimpm ofn, t^e coqditjpji and ckuBpii? of the ; 

Cs^l^^ w^e,6jiibitaixtk}ly.ti^ mm ^U^ ho/^d/i^m'^- 
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Hte fruited Aat he sfiould not be accused t)f a spirit of 
prderastf aatrpD or ddusJon, If he now objected to enter 
into the Committee for the put^os^iot ihstantaneously 
abolishing the restraitits under which the Roman Cathb^ 
lies df Ireland laboured; . ' 

The claim of that body now appears under circum- 
I stances of peculiar disfivour; clad in tlie terrificf 
/ armour of right, accompanied by a defiance: 6f the kgal 
V I autliority of the State, by a premeditated outrt^ge' upon 
/ ^ f the law of the land, and by the most insulting and con- 

\ tmnelious spirit of intemperate meiiae^, 

.To a claim, of such an aspect, Parlfeutte^t cantiot yield, 
even with justice to the ^claimants : it would prove -^' 
perilous gift to them, to concede any portion of th^ dig- 
nity and honour of Pailiaraent, which >must be«acriflGed> 
if, in the present moment, their Lordships should' submit 
to the temper and tone, in which these demands had' 
been urged in Ireland, .and to the violence,' with whttfh 
they had been supported in open resistance to Jegitimate* 
gorernmeQt. 

The., trials of the ofiehders against the law were stil! ' 
in progress in Ireland; and the course of justice seemed ^ 
to have suspended for a season^^n that country, the 
actlre solicitations of those, who had hitherto conducted ' 
the afiairs of the Romtin Catholics* Even t^ey seemed 
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to have determined, that the present moment was not 
suited to the discussion of this great question ; and that 
drae must be given for the return of tranquillity, before 
the voice of petition could again be heard in a tone, duly 
adapted to the solemnity of the occasion. 

Why, then, did the Noble Earl now press their Lord- 
ships to a decision ? After all the rage and tiimult of the 
^coiitest in Ireland, the storm has paused,^ and an interval 
of repose and quiet has succeeded by -cooimon consent, 
as the neeessaiy preparation of ^mper for the important 
deliberatiofi, virhieh now approaches Ijet not the NoUe 
Earl prematurely iiiterrupt this palm; on the othdr 
liand, let not their Lordships suffer this vital question to 
jemain dormant, until reviving impatience shall again 
awaken the tempest of passion. The claims of the Ro- 
man Catholics of Ireland demand SARLY consideration; 
in evary view, for every interest, for every opinion, for 
every party, the early consideration of the question is 
indispensably necessary. 

That consideration Lord Wellesley would meet, with 
isvery favorable inclination to the Roman Catholic cause^ 
l>ut with a determination to tread the ground of eonees- 
sion with circumspection and caution ; to examine the 
most favorable polode Sid time of remoring the existing 
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restnuats ^ to provide the securities which might be 
requisite for the protection of our sacred establishments 
in Church and State; and to consider every other bene^ 
ficial arrangement^ which could tend to give additional 
happiness to bjeland^ or additionsd strength to the Bin'- 
pire in a settlement of such interest and importance. 

He would not advise his King^ or his Prince^ to bdw 
the Protestant sceptre of the reahn^ to any fictitious pre*:- 
tension of rights however arrayed with violence^ or 
enforced by clamour: nor wotdd he lend Us. hand to 
close the gates <^ the Constitution 2^;iuist any elasi ti 
his Majesty's feithful subjects ; nor Would he presunte td 
proclaim a sentence of irrevocable and eternd exclusioA 
against a large portioifi <rf the population of the Empire^ 
4inder colour of pure zeal for the Protestant establish* 
ment. In real a£fection and veneration for that ^stabUsh*- 
mei^t he yielded to ndne of those^ whose zeal has been so 
conspicuous. The Pn^testant establishment in Church and 
State, was, indeed, the great security of all our public hap- 
^ness and welfare. Whatever protection of person 
jCMT iHToperty, was enjoyed \pj any class of subjects, by any 
sect of re%iott, whatever civil or rel^us libertjr 
existed among us, originated from the Prbtestamt esta- 
blishment was guarded fmd preserved by i^ wcmld fiou* 
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f{i^ vi^ its |>fosperi^, and decfin«j'Wifb ift 4Miy% 
All seets^ aU pc^es, civil and rdigkJis^ are <»m(^eT»^ 
m the presemition <rf this great bulvrark of the cmmnx^ 
nity. It is tfae safeguard of the siil]ject^ as well as df 
liie Crown ; ctonecting the purity and BEioderatk>El of out 
Reformed church with the regulate fireedom <yf th^ 
people, and wi^ the temperate spirit of our Ih&ited 
jhfionarcby. To this refege all have pesorted^ itt 
the dreadful Visitations of confasion, by wlrieh the 'Ord^t 
and Kberly of this coontry hare been so ^cn distuiib^ | 
atld under thrs haUewed altar ril sectd have found shdM 
fiom despotism or licentkmsness : 

^£tuc itindem concede — Hac Ara tuebUttr Omnes^ 
^* Aut moriere sifmL**"^ 

. If it eould he credited;^ ihat the Roman CathoUcs o$ 
Ireland had conceived the frantie imagiQatioQ of sub^ 
verting the fair fabric of the Protestant Constkutioa^^ 
&e reahui axkA of er^ctbg a Papist State^ (of whatever 
tarn) o& die ruins of oiur laws^ liberties, 9,nA religim, 
ibis nggixmr^ w#uld aasudie a tery ^SEesent accent; tha 
ftaidi %b iMia wpild thei^ be^ m^ yAsA ^is Lor^flUfT 
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ishould concede, but to what extremity the indignant 
power of the government should be^ui^ged against a con- 
spiracy of such unexampled atrocity. Biit even the im- 
prudent management of the Roman Catholic cause in 
Ireland, (however reprehensible) discloses a spirit, utterly 
incompatible with such a suspicion. It is evident, that 
the ambition, the desire of gain, the restless solicitations 
of the Roman Cathplics, are all directed to advancement 
under tl^ I^otestant Constitution. They are jealous^ 
not of our establishment, but of their exclusion from its 
benefits ; they desire not to destroy it, but to enjoy its 
advantages > they are aware, that its ; destruction would 
expose them to evils, of far greater magnitude than thos^ 
which they now endure. But they behold many benefits 
abundantly showered upon others, and forbidden to 
them 5 and they complain not of the existence, but of 
the partiality, of our happy Constitution. If this View 
of the temper of the Roman Catholics was erroneousn 
Lord Wellesley admitted that much of his reasoning wa9 
incorrect. , 

But if he had truly described the sentiments of Acf 
great body of the Roman Catholics of Ireland, fwrly 
stated their interests, and justly urged theit claims, let 
Them come forth, and vindicate Themselves against thdc 
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pwn kudeiS!^ who bad tamted the purity of tliis great 
^2aase with faction^ turbulence^ and disorder. 

An interval mi^t now be expected of comparative 
tranquillity I let tlie Roman Catholics of Ireland emplojf 
that interval^ not in devising new means of violating ot 
evading the laws^ ot of insulting and vexing the legal 
government; not in fortifying their claims with new 
armaments of right^ or menaces of force ; but in com-^ 
posing and allaying the ferment so unpropitious to the 
favourable settlement of this question. 

Instead of acdutnulating causes of irritation^ let them 
endeavomr to mitigate prejudices and jealousies^ whicl^ 
bave been exasperated by the recent indiscretion of theit 
own management. Let them manifest a sincere desire 
to furnish to their Protestant brethren every reasonable 
pledge of attachjpaent to the established Constitution^ 
and every practicable security fcHr its stability and pros« 
perity. In soliciting the Savour of the law> let them display 
a spirit of obedience to the law, and a disposition to sub- 
mit vnth reverence to legal authority. 

May these admonitions be received in the conciliatory 
spirit, in which they are uttered ! and May the returning 
Sense of Duty and Affection avert the perils of Civil 
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Disconf^ restore the disturbed temper of the Nation^ 
and enable Parliament to consider without passion^ and 
to decide with digmty, a question, vitai* to the Safety 
and Peacc;^ to the Power and Glory of the £!mpire 1 



Northoii^erlaiMl-street, Strandi 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



c 




itized by Google 



!'• • 1. 



ys#. 





* 



V 



